
Beverly Woods Elementary School

PTA Committee Head Meeting

January 12, 2015 at 8:00am

Present:

Sterling Oliver, President

Ellen Houpt, Vice President
Suzi Purdy, Secretary


Tiffany Martin, Advocacy

Jennifer Briggs, Audit

Kelly Dowdy
Julia Bellamy



Angie Keene



Leighann Swanson

Barbara Yager


Amy Millikan



Michele Turner

Shayle McIntosh


Mary Rantala



Jana Dwyer

Geoff Palmer



Christy Brock



I. Meeting called to order at 8:02am (Sterling)
II. Minutes (Sterling)
· The December 8, 2014 Committee Head Meeting minutes were approved.
III. Financial Review (Suzi)
· Invest For Success:  $61,500 collected thus far (including matches).
· Literacy Programs:  $2,700 budget.  $1,400 spent.   Need to check with Holly Spangler if “connectors” were ordered.  Any remaining budget can be used towards books.
· Media Center:  Ms. Manning waits until end of year when awards are announced to spend her budget.
· Dad’s Group:  No receipts yet but waiting until March to follow up on reimbursement.
· Cultural Arts:  $1,000 will be spent on upcoming performance for 3 - 5 grades.
· Room Parents:  Encouraged to spend their $50 / class.  Spending money helps budget for next year.  Plus any surplus in budget line is difficult to carry over next year.
· Technology:  Holly Spangler attended Technology conference.  Will put $195 under Technology budget.
· Science Fair:  Confusion over budget amount.  Asked for same amount as last year but assumed it was budget amount not what was spent.  $500 budget but last year spent $1,200.  Most likely will be over budget due to cost of trophies, ribbons, lunch for judges, etc.  
· Refresher Packs:  Normally given to teachers during staff appreciation week in April.  Lynne Koeniger has spearheaded the past few years but not doing this year.  Suzi Purdy offered to help organize (with Lynne’s guidance).  $4,500 budget which is $100 / teacher.  Will offer 2 - 3 packages (ie. medical, recess, administrative) OR reimbursement of receipts up to $100.  Suggested doing in February so that items can be utilized more of the school year.  Tiffany Martin to help.
· Teacher’s College:  12 teachers going.  Deposits put down on flights and hotel paid.  Still working on shadowing schedule for Friday.   Leighann Swanson trying to get donated VISA gift cards from mall to help teachers with spending money.
IV. President’s Report (Sterling)
· Office Volunteers:  Process running smoothly and is greatly appreciated.
· Yearbook:  Sales will start soon.  Using paper form and online this year.  CMS limits the number of yearbooks we are allowed to order so encouraged to place orders now and not wait until end of year.
· School Store:  Will be open from 7:25 - 7:45am every Thursday.  No 5th grade helpers are needed.
· PTA Positions:  Forms being passed around to determine interest for next year.  Trying to match strengths with positions.  Nominating Committee will be meeting soon.  Contacted teachers to find out volunteer recommendations.  Received 3 - 4 new names to pursue.
V. Principal’s Report (Kelly Dowdy)
· Safety:  No police officer due to promotion.  CMS Safety advised need an officer coming off of shift to direct traffic (would receive over-time pay).  Currently no interest.  Tardies have tripled due to traffic back-ups.  7:30 - 7:45am busiest time.  Can not be citizen per CMPD laws.  Geoff Palmer will try to help resolve.  Mike Adams (BWE parent & police officer) to be contacted to see if knows anyone.  If continuing problem, may need to determine if paying contractor to direct traffic be added to PTA budget (~$2,500).
· Staff:  Loretta Laney (2nd grade) back from medical leave.  Brooke Wetzel (Kindergarten) also back.  Jan Rowe (Kindergarten) due back in March.
· Lunch Monitor:  Monitor dealing with health issues so will not be present on consistent basis.  Teacher Assistants back on duty as 2 people are required to be present (school rule).  Volunteers have dwindled.  Lauren Romeiser to send to Room Parents to encourage sign-ups.
VI. Committee Reports
· BWE Checker’s Game (Ellen Houpt):  Game set for March 8th at 1:00pm.  Tickets $16.  Flyer to be sent to all students.  Promoted as “community building” as opposed to a fundraiser.  BWE will get $5 for each ticket sold.
· Hospitality (Dawn Shamp):  Doing well on budget and with volunteers.  Trying to keep offerings high quality and healthy.
· Book Fair (Jennifer Briggs / Michele Turner):  Next book fair set for March.  Partnering with Art Show again this year to encourage attendance at Book Fair Night.
· Newcomers (Shayle McIntosh):  Open House is Thursday, January 15.  Set on volunteers.  Trying new idea of having 5th graders tour with families to help with questions.
· Fun Day (Christy Brock):  April 17th for 3 - 5 grade.  April 20th for PK - 2 grade.  Rain Date is April 21st.  Not cleared to give out theme yet.
· Geoff Palmer (Health Team):  Fitness parties going well.  Walk to School day is the first Wednesday of every month.  Not very well attended in colder months.  Teacher fitness classes are hopefully starting soon.
· Bulletin Board (Barbara Yager):  Science Fair currently on board.  Will have photos of winners to add to February board.  If have upcoming activity, get her information.
· Beautification (Angie Keene):  Will have clean-up date very soon.  Any concerns, please contact her.  Lock has been ordered for gate but not received.  More planting will be occurring in the spring.  Contacted teachers about the possibility of having root planters in their classrooms .  Plantings then could then be transferred to the garden.  Will hear in March about Whole Foods grant that was submitted in October.  Would be $2,000 for repairs, plants and possible water solution.
· Brittany Bowron (Reflections / Photography):  Gift cards will be handed out this week for all Reflection participants.  Will be sending Timbertalk info about Dropbox account for photos.
· PTA Wiki (Jana Dwyer):  Please send her any information you’d like added to website.
· Science Fair (Julia Bellamy):  Projects will be due Monday, January 26 or Tuesday, January 27.  Judging on Wednesday, January 28.  Still in search of a few judges with science, engineering or teacher backgrounds.  Also could use 4 - 5 more volunteers to help with judging day.  Gallery Crawl will be Friday, January 30 at 1:30pm.
· Timbertalk (Leighann Swanson):  January edition will be published Thursday.  Call for information for February’s edition will go out January 22 and deadline will be January 29.  Will help write any community interest articles.  Potential ideas: Garden creator, Meredith Stroud; memorial gardens on campus; and Rusty Onion fundraiser.  February will have article about all the means of communication BWE uses and what should be used for what purpose.  Goal to be better organized and more efficient with our information.
VII.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48am (Sterling)
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzi Purdy

Secretary

